It    POLAND    LOST ?

force may evolve out of the very rapprochement
between Nazism and Bolshevism that we are
witnessing to-day. On the other hand, the Polish
people, despite the sudden disaster that has over-
whelmed them, have remained true to themselves.
Their unquenchable patriotism, their sacrificial love
of liberty, their essentially democratic spirit, are all
integrating forces which nothing can destroy, and
they are only strengthened by the consciousness
that the Polish people were the first to resist
Nazism in Europe.

The cause of Poland's present and, I am certain,
temporary defeat is not due to any factor connected
with her national character, but to the mistaken
policy of the Western Democracies which Poland
herself was perforce obliged to adopt. Britain and
France believed in a policy of European appease-
ment, allowing Hitler to achieve one important
bloodless victory after another by means of bluff
and broadcast speeches, and maintaining a touching
faith in his good intentions and in his transpar-
ently insincere pledges. In a word, since the
advent of Hitler the Democracies were on the
defensive and Poland was obliged to follow suit,
even if non-aggressiveness had not been a funda-
mental trait in her national character.

However, though for the moment defeated,
Poland is not *lost\ Her spirit is sound, as it has
always been throughout her many trials and tribu-
lations in the course of the centuries, and her
body will only require a * blood transfusion * which
her Allies, who are to-day upholding Right against
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